
Feed hay in a sacrif ice area BEFORE
pastures become overgrazed.
Feed commodities to extend pasture
and hay.
Sell calves and in some cases cows
before markets are flooded.

Implementing any or all of the above wil l
improve drought tolerance of grazing
systems in the long-term. In the short-
term, the best thing that we can do to
mitigate the impact of drought is to close
the gates and feed hay in a sacrif ice
area BEFORE pastures become
overgrazed. The worst possible scenario
is that we simply open all the gates and
allow cows to damage our entire grazing
platform. So, keep the gates closed and
feed hay on your weakest paddock. This
wil l ensure that the remaining paddocks
will be protected and ready to grow when
rain finally comes. Last thing, it never
hurts to ask the Good Lord for a l itt le
rain!

-Chris D. Teutsch, UK Research and
Education Center at Princeton

For more information on pasture
management during droughts, visit the UK
Forages website at forages.ca.uky.edu or
contact McCreary County Extension.

Ensure that l ivestock have access to
adequate amounts of clean water.  
Set a sustainable stocking rate (2 to
3 acres per cow-calf unit).    
Soil test and apply l ime and ferti l izer
as needed.
Implement rotational stocking prior
to and during drought.     
Incorporate deep-rooted legumes
into pastures.  
Incorporate warm-season perennials
into grazing systems.
Incorporate warm-season annuals
into grazing systems.

Developing and implementing a drought
management plan wil l reduce the
economic and emotional impact of
drought on your operation and
significantly speed up recovery of
drought stressed pastures. The time to
develop and implement this plan is
before it gets dry. The strategies that
are used wil l depend on the resources
you have on your farm and your long-
term goals. These are some strategies
that could be used either alone or most
effectively in a combination:
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More than 80% of the Commonwealth is
abnormally dry (yellow) or under moderate drought
(brown) stress.  

Managing Pastures During Dry Times





Find us on

Facebook! 

McCreary County Farmers 
Market 

Fresh produce, locally raised
beef, pork, & chicken, eggs,
local crafts, baked goods,
flowers, and more! 

Every Saturday 9am-1pm
 
Location: 
299 Wilburn K. Ross Hwy
Stearns, KY 42647

Events & Learning
Resources!

It's almost time for the county fair! We
will be accepting fair entries for both
youth and adults on July 25th from

8am-4:30pm
 

Stop by the McCreary County
Extension office and grab a Fair
Catalog or visit our website at

mccreary.ca.uky.edu.
 

***1st place winners are eligible for
State Fair, but adults will be

responsible for their own transport to
and from the Kentucky State Fair in

Louisville.
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McCreary County Extension Office
PO Box 278

Whitley City, KY 42653
606-376-2524

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

McCreary County Ag Spotlight
~volunteer appreciation~

Amazing work from the men at The Next Chapter
LLP on building their own Recovery Garden. Big
thank you to our Master Gardener volunteer,
Gary Ball, for helping with this project. These
beds will serve the facility for years to come. 
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https://www.facebook.com/TheNextChapterLLP?__cft__[0]=AZUexH3aAA-a59Gvbj2INKyWpOJlAWZ7xDSnYMEcXROZ1tBp5wUTzPQ6BmTqNyIpNrfhT6hSfAMeSw--wV8_ZL3nyMAEACR7ec5eyUVj64tC6ikWCokb8Ss63e9neXBm-HNSiqzRGWcHjpneOYRoE92HspZqdSstnGqpNoYCXM5oIiT3nEZw9uxPR0_wav4KFzgDmRqbN1CU5PSwqgK0FveW&__tn__=-]K-R

